Summary of Member Feedback on the Boat Cache Program

Members across Northwestern Ontario expressed strong support for the current Boat Cache

Program, recognizing its role in protecting fisheries and maintaining accountability for both

commercial and recreational users. Most operators who provided feedback do not support the
elimination of the Boat Cache Program without seeing an equally enforceable, transparent and
balanced framework that would ensure protections for the operators, the fisheries in NW Ontario,

and hold recreational boaters accountable.

Key Themes from Feedback:

1. Value of the Boat Cache Program

o

o

Provides oversight, enforcement, and accountability by providing the Ministry with a
way of limiting the number of boats on any one lake, and by providing them with a
way to track and identifying boats and their owners (both commercial and
recreational users).

Discourages abandonment of boats and equipment in remote areas.
Helps sustain the fisheries by controlling access and reducing fishing pressure.

Reduces the workload for the limited number of conservation officers.

2. Concerns with Proposed Transition to LUPs

o

o

Fear that duty to consult and limited oversight for recreational users will reduce
protections for operators.

Worries that unregulated recreational access will erode the exclusivity and value of
businesses built around remote, sustainable fisheries.

Some operators doubt LUPs will provide equal protections, enforcement or
transparency.

Fear that the public will find ways to access commercial LUPs that used to be boat
caches and use them causing overcrowding, increased safety risks to guests and
staff, uncontrolled access and equipment misuse.

= Also fears that public will use commercial infrastructure including dollies,
ramps, trailers and motorized vehicles illegally.

MNR staff on the ground are already spread thin and the public knows that.

3. Environmental and Fishery Protections

o

Operators stressed that small lakes cannot withstand increased fishing pressure.

Many outfitters already implement conservation measures above and beyond MNR
standards and fear that decades of work to ensure pristine fishing experiences will
be undone.
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o

Ministry would need to add more restrictions on access, slot sizes, and limits to
ensure long-term sustainability.

4. Oversight, Accountability & Enforcement

o

o

Loss of the program increases the risk of boat abandonment, misuse, and lack of
clear enforcement mechanisms.

Ministry would need to ensure that there will be oversight and enforcement
measures in place to prevent individuals from abandoning boats in the woods and
creating roads, trails, portages, etc. to access remote lakes where access is
currently restricted by the boat cache program.

Loss of a way to track and identify boats and their owners (both commercial and
recreational users).

MNR staff are already stretched thin, how will they be able to have eyes everywhere.

5. Exclusivity & Tourism Value

o

Clients value exclusive, low-traffic, high quality fishing experiences.
Loss of exclusivity would undermine decades of work and investment.

Increased pressure on lakes could harm both fish populations and the quality of the
guest experience.

The loss of remoteness decreases the value of the overall experience.

= Many individuals have purchased their businesses specifically with the
intent to operate as an exclusive destination with pristine fishing and those
businesses are at risk losing significant value if there is a sudden high influx
of resident fisherman.

6. Need for a Replacement System

o

Operators recognize that the Public Lands Act may no longer be used to protect the
fisheries, but they strongly advocate for a replacement process that preserves
protections.

Many want to be “grandfathered in” for whatever process the Ministry chooses
moving forward and hope not to be subjected to broad public consultation
processes.

Some are open to transitioning to LUPs if existing protections for their boat caches
remain intact.

Some are very weary that the change will not provide enough protections and in
areas with easier access, it could be a major problem and decimate the fisheries.
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